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Telephone: 815-962-6691 / Facsimile: 815-962-2829 
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December 2017 NewsletterDecember 2017 NewsletterDecember 2017 Newsletter   

C  S 
P : The Reverend Jane McChesney @ Cell Phone: (309) 236-6119) 

 

  Parish Secretary: Tammy M. Heral       Sexton: Michael Mollway 
    Choir Directors: Scott & Leslie Aska Organist: Rachel Schmitt 

W  SW  SW  S   
9:15 am Sunday School  
9:15 am Choir Practice 
10:30 am Worship 

 
 

S   
D  3 

1  S   A 
I  64:1-9 P  80:1-7, 17-19 
1 C  1:3-9 M  13:24-37 

 
 
 

D  10 
2  S   A 

I  40:1-11 P  85:1-2, 8-13 
2 P  3:8-15   M  1:1-8 

 
 
 

D  17 
3  S   A 

I  61:1-4, 8-11 P  126 
1 T  5:16-24  J  1:6-8, 19-28 

 
 
 

D  24 
4  S   A 

2 S  7:1-11, 16 L  1:46-55 
R  16:25-27 L  1:26-38 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
I  9:2-7    P  96   
T  2:11-14 L  2:1-14 [15-20] 

 
 
 

D  31 
1  S  A  A 

I  61:10-62:3 P  148 
G  4:4-7 L  2:22-40 

 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 2017 
 

  12/05 Leland Files   12/21 Elsie Lundvall 
  12/06 James Johnson   12/22 Hannah Speaker 
  12/07 Kathy Flosi    12/25 Charles Peterson 
  12/07 Mavis Kerr    12/25 Melinda Peterson-Fluaitt 
  12/09 Darlene Nelson   12/27 Karla Auerswald 
  12/11 Karen Carballa  12/28 Angela Cottrill 
  12/12 Christian Krueger 12/29 Charlotte Weber 

  12/17 Theresa Sonnie  12/31 Diane Nelson 

Christmas Blessings 
from Pastor Jane, Tammy, Mike,  
Rachel, Leslie and Scott. 

we wish all of you a joyous and Christ-filled  
Christmas and a Blessed New Year. 
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PASTORôS PRELUDE . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
 
 
 
 Iôve been anticipating and thinking about what it will be like to fly to South Carolina to see my family, and to 
have Shari and Lexi be able to join us, too.  In fact, Bailey and Kate have not yet seen their ñnew family home.ò  
When they fly in midweek, it will be the first time that they have seen where their parents have chosen to live.      
Itôs a time of anticipation and expectation.  It will be exciting to see the area they are calling home, to see the     
baseball field Tim coaches at, as well as the  other baseball facilities heôs making connections with, and then to     
see where Missy works at   Michelin Tire there in Greensville.  Itôs like a whole new season of life. 
 

 When I return, it will be time to move into a new liturgical season.  It will be Advent.  It will be a season of     
anticipation and expectation.  To help us get ready for the birth of Christ, weôll have four weeks of Advent         
scripture and worship opportunities.  Weôll light candles, share in a litany around ñChrist Be Our Lightò, and     
come to the   anticipated and expected time of Christmas. Weôll have an Advent Bible Study with four weeks of 
gathering together to explore the Names of Messiah.  Our names are important to us, gives us an identity and      
there are expectations that come along with names and identity.  We also have expectations for the Messiah,          
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, Jesus Christ.  I hope you will spend time in this approaching season              
to prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Messiah.   
 

 The modern-day world has spent countless dollars in advertising that began in September, had Christmas trees 
out in some areas as early as before Halloween, and I hear of many people wondering if they canôt put up their 
Christmas tree yet this weekend ï November 18 and 19.  They canôt stand to wait any longer!  Really? Really!!!  
Have we become so impacted by the commercialization of Christmas that we canôt wait and anticipate, be hopeful 
and have some expectations.  Canôt we wait for something so great as a Savior who comes to save us, save the 
world?  I noted that those on Facebook responding to this appeal to put up the tree, and truly huge numbers saying 
thereôs was going up this weekend, or was already up!, that they were too excited  to wait, and after all why wait?  
Now we have one to two generations of people who have not been a part of the institutional church, coming to 
worship even infrequently.  They are now out of touch with why we would wait.  After all what they are waiting 
for is presents under the tree, Black Friday and even shopping on Thanksgiving Day ïalmost as if taking time to  
be with family and friends is incidental now to a day that was set aside for giving thanks for our blessings and 
making it a holiday.  Do we not have holidays that are HOLY anymore?  Has the commercialized society and    
culture won out over Christmas and Easter, of pausing to remember that the reason we have these holidays is     
that we are honoring Christ? 
 

 I hope you will pause and take time to anticipate and be hopeful, be expectant and honor this time of the four 
weeks that will lead to Messiahôs birth, to coming to honor the Word that became flesh and dwelled among us! 
 

    Waiting and Hoping, 
        Pastor Jane 
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MEDICAL UPDATE (11/27/17) . . . .A NEW SEASONé 
 Iôve just returned from South Carolina after a wonderful time with my family.  It was the first time visiting      
my son and daughter-in-lawôs new home in Greenville.  A cool front there and a warm front here made the  
temperature almost equivocal!  I packed for more than one season, which turned out to be a good thing, but  
comfortable in all aspects.  It is a new season in their lives as well as for their daughters, and for this Mom to  
get to see them in their new home and new job opportunities that took them to a new place.  The scenery  
was wonderful as well  Gerber daisies still blooming their heartsô out on their patio and coffee at the patio table. 
 Itôs a new season medically for me as well.  I have gone from every week visits to the Regional Cancer Center  
to once every five to six weeks, although interrupted by a reaction to ñsomethingò, which took me to the Center    
on the Friday before leaving and necessitated an Ultrasound to check for blood clots in both legs. Iôm reacting to 
something that has caused my legs to swell immensely.  The Dopler results were clear; whew! Lasix was added  
to reduce the fluid causing the swelling. I adjusted taking that to what was planned for our daily outings as I was 
not giving up our family time together.  Made evenings/nights ñbusyò ridding myself of fluids, rather than making 
numerous stops during the day when we were out and about.   
 The pain level continues to be rather high, with this adding to joint and mobility comfort levels. I used my pain 
meds accordingly so that I could enjoy our schedule of activities.  At times there was a wheeled chariot available 
and willing chariot drivers to help me keep up with our outings.  We joyfully experienced our first rolled ice 
cream what a luscious treat!  And especially to do that with family!  I can report my latest CA-125 taken this 
morning as 12.6 (in normal range).  Thatôs my margin of ñwellnessò as I continue this season of remission.             
It seems that my body reminds me daily that there is always a new season to experience, yet there are a few things 
that blend from season to season.  For me, that includes waiting, anticipating, expecting, and hoping. I might think 
that I live in a rather constant Advent season, one to begin liturgically on December 3rd with the First Sunday of 
Advent.   
Yet, in real life, I experience Christmas and Easter in daily ways as well - unto me a Savior is born, unto me a   
Savior gives his life for the sake of the forgiveness of my sins and assurance of my eternal life with this Savior,   
the Word made Flesh.  In a season of Black Fridays, Cyber Mondays, and the season of ñcanôt wait - Christmas 
trees in October, trees up before Thanksgiving, and consumerism gone crazy, I must wait, anticipate and hope.       
It is a way of life, one began more intentionally with the onset of this cancer, but perhaps one Iôve lived in for a 
long time, but not named so readily as I do at this time.  One might say I donôt have to, but I choose to.  The other 
option seems rather reckless and letting the cancer determine my days.  I choose to not give it that power at this 
time.  There is something to this discipline of waiting, anticipating, and hoping. It is good for my body, as well as 
good for my soul. As I reflect on this time away, this time with family, silly games that stretch not only the mind 
but my mouth (have you tried ñSpeak Outò?).  I am grateful for the waiting, anticipating, hoping.  It made the  
getting there exciting and fulfilling.  It also reminded me that every wish and hope isnôt necessarily fulfilled in the  
way one might have wished for, but nevertheless the reality was being able to be present and participating in this 
wished-for, hoped-for, anticipated time. Iôm grateful for this new season.  Even though the side effects are rather 
unpleasant, the overall time is worth what it takes to have this season.  Iôm grateful for those who are willing to 
journey with me in this new season, for the gift of support, care, love, and prayers.  These packages are daily             
unwrapped in the ways I experience your presence with me on this journey, Great Cloud of Witnesses!   
There are those gifts yet to be opened, but for today, these are more than sufficient. The rest can and will wait.    
    Journeying in a new season, 
         Pastor Jane  
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O  P   . . . . Pastor Jane, Brandon Xounhavong, Allison Michen, Chris Johnson, 

Denise Nesmith, Judy Fisher, Melinda Peterson-Fluiatt, Brian Traina, Gary & Jo Traina, KevinWiklundΣ 
/arolyn Samuelson, Sharon & Ron Bare, Theresa and Aaron Sonnie, Carol Porter, Pastor Gerald and Barbara Leaf,  
Dan Anderzon, Erick Simonson, Charlotte Weber, Marcia Peterson, Warren Heinke, the Stubbs family,  
especially Carol, missionaries in Tanzania. 
 

If you know of someone who has need of our prayers please contact: 
       Pastor Jane (309/236-6119) or the Office (815/962-6691) 
 

If we havenôt heard from you within a month, your name will be removed from the  
published prayer list.  You will still be in our prayers.  Raye Stone, Prayer Ministry. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 
H   C  F  F 

 

Please remember our friends who are unable to join us for worship. They so appreciate our prayers,  
a phone call, a card or a visit.   
 

They are. .June Benson, Elsie Lundvall, James Norman, Fred and Nancy Gilbert, Anita Steiner,  Ray Hodges, 
Louise Leonhardt, Marion Grow, Sheryl Butterworth, Santiago (Jim) Vargas,  
Charlotte Erickson, Benny Vitale. 

Calling Travelers and Vacationers . . . . .  
If you are away from your home for a period 
of time please let the office know of a        
forwarding address so we may mail your 
newsletter and other church mail to so you 
may stay up to date with your First Lutheran 

Community.  Please provide a Start & Stop date for the use 
of the address and our system will automatically provide us 
with the correct address.  We can also email the newsletters 
to you, just provide the office with your email address.  
Thank You and enjoy your time away!  Safe Travels! 

Keeping Firstôs Office Updated . With the current HIPAA laws, the church is not informed when you are 
hospitalized.  Please have a friend or family member notify the Church directly if you or a loved one is hospitalized 
because OSF St. Anthonyôs and Rockford Memorial DOES NOT call the Church to tell us you have been                
hospitalized.  Swedish American only calls when you are admitted into the hospital through your physician, they do 
not call if you enter through the Emergency Room. 
 

 Please leave a messages at Firstôs Office:   (815) 962-6691 
 

 Please email Firstôs Office:  firstlutheran@onecommail.com 
 

 Please call Pastor Jane on her cell phone (309) 236-6119 if there is an emergency. 
 
 

Please contact Tammy at either of the offices on the days listed below.  There is an answering machine at each           
office if you would like to leave a message for a return call or please feel free to send an email.  If you would like to 
have something posted in the bulletin or monthly newsletter please contact the office. 
 

  First Lutheran Office @ 815-962-6691      Tabor Lutheran Office @ 815-397-2605 
  Email: firstlutheran@onecommail.com     Email: taborlutheranrockford@hotmail.com 
  Monday (10:30 amð3:30 pm)         Tuesday & Thursday (10:30 amð3:30 pm) 

NEW  
ADDRESS 

 

BENNY VITALE 
3633 Park Center Blvd 
Apt. 323 
Minneapolis, MN 
      55416-2536 
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Todayôs VisionéTomorrowôs MissionéOur Decision 
 

What If money was not a consideration? 
 

If money was not a consideration, what ministry would you like implemented at First Lutheran 
Church?  The worshiping congregation pondered this question early in November as they celebrated 
Commitment Sunday.  Take money off the table.  No thoughts of ñitôs too expensiveò or ñwe never 
could afford that.ò  What are your dreams?    
 

Two dreams surfaced.  More than a quarter of respondents (28%) focused on providing others with        
basic daily needs.  Answers ranged from ñsoup kitchenò to ñhelp the homeless.ò  An equal number of           
respondents (28%) dreamed of childrenôs programs. These included youth program, childrenôs choir,            
tutoring and a separate staff person for children/youth.  The rest of the dreams ranged from advertising 
to upkeep of building to technology to daily ministry for shut-ins. 
 

What do these dreams say about our faith community?  First Lutheran cares about people, especially          
the local community and more specifically the children.  Let us hold these dreams close. In addition to 
dreaming, pray for wisdom and guidance to make dreams a reality.  Such ministries do not happen all 
at once, but rather one step at a time. What can we do right now?  How can we turn our visions 
(dreams) into mission?  Itôs our decisionéwith Godôs help. 
 

What ñextra oilò or resource could you provide? 
 

You remember the story Jesus told of ten bridesmaids, five who brought extra oil and five who had   
no oil once their lamps burned out.  The worshiping congregation also pondered the question aboveé
what extra oil could you provide for ministry at First Lutheran?   
 

Respondents overwhelmingly answered ñtime.ò Over sixty percent said they would offer their time 
with some even stating a specific skill like building, organization, or ña listening ear.ò  Financial            
support was the ñextra oilò for another twenty-one percent.  Other answers included hope, prayer and 
food.  These are truly faith-filled responses to the call for ministry in this time and place.   
 

Nowéletôs get on with mission and ministry. 
 

 The Rev. Nancy Amacher is a retired pastor living in Central Wisconsin.  
  She assisted First Lutheran with its capital campaign extension and annual giving program.   
The above article was compiled from her sermon on November 12, 2017, Commitment Sunday.   

Complete survey results are available through Pastor Jane 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT RESULTS OF THE TWO-YEAR EXTENSION OF OUR CAPITAL FUND CAMPAIGN 
      Nearly $64,000 has been pledged or given as a one-time gift.  We still have follow-up with those 
who have not yet sent in their pledges, and we will be follow up phone calls and letters so that everyone 
has a sense of participating in this exciting commitment to our vision and mission.  No gift is too small! 
 

    Our goal that we hope to reach between 2018 to 2020 is $75,000.  We are confident that you will want        
to share in this time of commitment for the ministries of First Lutheran Church.   Can you imagine what 
20-20 VISION might look like?  We think that this is a pretty exciting time in our ministry at First Lutheran 
Church!  We hope that you think so too!! 
                   Stewardship-Outreach Committee 
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SET UP for LUCIA CELEBRATION . . . . . . . We will be setting up for our Lucia Celebration on  
Tuesday, December 5th from 9:00 am until 3:00 pm.  Men are especially needed in the morning!  
Again, 'many hands make light work', so please come and help!  If you have items for the Forgotten  
Treasures Table, please bring them in As Soon As Possible so we can start to organize the table(s).   
Please place your items in the back of the Sunday School room so.  We will receive baked goods on      
Friday, December 8th, beginning at 9:00 am.  Thanks so much!  Please contact Judy Fisher and              
Raye Stone if you would like to volunteer or if you have any questions. 
 

LUCIA CELEBRATION. . . We will be hosting our 59th Annual Lucia Celebration on Saturday,  
Dec. 9, 2017, from 9:00 am until 12:00 pm.  Come join them for coffee, punch, homemade cookies,  
pastries and cheese.  There will also be a Craft Table, a Bakery Table, and of course, our Forgotten    
Treasures Table!  Tabor Lutheran will again provide their delicious homemade Swedish KORV Sausage 
for sale!  The Music Academy will be playing holiday music in the Sanctuary beginning at 10:00 am.   
All are invited to enjoy our smorgasbord of treats, shop a bit and then come upstairs for wonderful music.  
There will be homemade cookies after the concert for a final treat of the day.  A portion of our proceeds 
will again go to WELCA. 
 

FIRST LUTHERANôS WELCAðhas added a new Circle, "Naomi" are meeting on the third Thursday  
at 11:00 a.m. at Katie's Cup.  Come join them for lunch and then a Bible Study, using the "Gather"      
magazine.  Katie's Cup is located on the south east corner of Seventh Street and Fourth Avenue. 
 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDYðCome and join First Lutheran for a four week Advent Bible Study!              
The Bible Study will begin on Tuesday, November 28, 2017 from 11:30 - 1:30 p.m., at Katie's Cup, and 
continue through Tuesday, December 19, 2017.  Men and Women from our communities are welcome            
to attend!  We will be using Names for the Messiah, written by Walter Brueggemann.  "In Isaiah 9:6,           
a divine utterance is given to us using four royal titles-Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  
Father and Prince of Peace. 
 

NAMES FOR THE MESSIAHðponders each title and how the people understood it then, how Jesus  
did or did not fulfill the title, and how Christians interpret Jesus as representative of that title." The books 
are now available at a cost of $11.00 each, payable to Pastor Jane.  If you would like to join us, please see 
Raye Stone.  She will be handing out the books and receiving the money for Pastor Jane. 
 

CHRISTMAST GIFTS FOR KISHWAUKEE FAMILIESðThe tree is up and read in the narthex, 
with the names and needed items for 2 families at Kishwaukee School.  Please take an ornament or two, 
write your name on the clipboard next to the number of your ornament, and then bring back your wrapped 
presents by Sunday, December 17th.  We will be delivering the gifts to the families on Monday,             
December 18th.  Thanks so much for your willingness to help those who are in need! 
 

STUDENT BIRTHDAYSðKishwaukee School celebrates the studentsô birthdays on the last Friday of 
each month, right after morning announcements.  They are giving each student who has a birthday in that 
month a special cookie.  These special cookies can be found in the bakery dept. of just about any grocery 
store.  Most of them are ten or twelve cookies per container and are frosted or contain chocolate chips         
or M&M's.  Please, nothing with nuts!  (The school district does not allow home baked items for their           
students.)  If you'd like to volunteer to bring in birthday cookies for December, please see Raye Stone   
and she will get the number of cookies that you will need to purchase! Thanks so much! 
 

CLOTHING ITEMSðKishwaukee Schoolôs Student Support Specialist, Anita Fricks, said that they    
are always in need of coats, hats, scarves, boots, gloves, underwear and socks.   
 

TUTORING AND MENTORINGðThere are many opportunities available at Kishwaukee School to 
assist the children, as well as the teachers and other staff.  If you have some available time in your day, 
consider these opportunities to serve our neighbors.  
 

HOLIDAY SHOPPEðThursday thru SaturdayðDecember 7th, 8th, 9thðOur Saviors Lutheran Church 
will host Childrenôs Home + Aidôs annual Holiday Shoppe community event.  The Holiday Shoppe, held 
in the Bridge, is a store just for kids (age 12 and under) to shop for inexpensive gifts for family and 
friends.   
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Attention All Choir Members . .First Lutheran and Tabor Lutheran will be worshiping          
together on Sunday, December 24th with a combined 4th Sunday in Advent and Christmas Eve.  
Choir will NOT be wearing robes, but just nice dress clothes since we hope to have  more guests   
in attendance.  Rehearsal will be at 9:00 am with service starting at 10:00 am. 
    Choir members can see Scott or Leslie for music for this service.  Leslie will give Rachel Schmitt 
the music for the Taborôs singers. 

F  S  I  A   C  E  W 
 

There would be NO Christmas morning worship service at Tabor Lutheran or First Lutheran. 
 

There will be one service, which will be held on Sunday, December 24th at First Lutheran Church.  Tabor Lutheran 
Church and First Lutheran Church congregations will join together in worship and celebration of the Lord Jesusôs 
birth.  First Lutheran has issued an invitation any Tabor singers to sing with us for Christmas Eve.    
 

Worship will begin at 10:00 am with the Fourth Sunday in Advent, and will then proceed into the Christmas Eve 
worship with Christmas scripture readings, choir music, congregational singing, and candle lighting for the           
Swedish anthem, "A Thousand, Thousand Candles" and "Silent Night". The worship would include Holy                 
Communion, Choir, and a Brass Ensemble.  Please note that the service will be a bit longer then normal service as 
we blend  these two services into one worship, approximately ending at 11:30 am. 
 

Worship times for other evening services with our Midtown Lutheran Parish Churches are listed in under Event 
Highlights and will be also printed in the upcoming bulletins for those who wish to worship at Christmas Eve           
services in the evening.  Trinity Lutheran Church, also has a Christmas Day worship service. 

POINSETTIAS . . . . . First Lutheran will be displaying beautiful poinsettias for Christmas.               
Flower order forms will be available mid-November for your convenience. You may call the office with 
your order also. Please include your cash/check and your dedication. Last day for orders will be Dec. 10th.  
If you have any questions please contact Jo Traina or Pastor Jane. The poinsettias will be displayed during 
the December 24th service.  You may take yours home that day or leave it on display to beautify our 
Christmas Season. 

Special Needs @ Carpenterôs Place  
 Menôs Warm Winter Boots (sizes 9-12) 
 Shampoo (travel size) 
 Menôs Athletic/Walking Shoes (sizes 9-12) 
 Coffee Stirrers 
 Stick Deodorants (men & women) 
 Artificial Sweetener Packets 
 Hot Chocolate (individual packs or Large containers) 
 Aluminum Foil 
 Ketchup  
 Toilet Bowl Brushes 
(Donations accepted MonðFri from 8 amð4:30 pm) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi4lO3nu5vMAhWFSyYKHT3dAAAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkid.com%2Fchurch-music-cliparts%2F&psig=AFQjCNEKajXFMDvu03z1HeqWTpg8aGZsbA&ust=1461181579783718
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DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS 
D  3  * 1  S  I  A 
Usher Team #3     Cindy & David Anderson, Loki Clay 
Assisting Minister:    Warren Heinke 
Lector:        Tony Aska & Katie Aska 
Greeters & Fellowship:  Melinda Peterson-Fluaitt 
Advent Candle Lighters:  Kay Anderson 
Altar Guild:      Nancy Parrish 
Communion:      Nancy Parrish 
Usher Assistant:     Frank Schaefer 
 

D  10  *  2  S  I  A 
Usher Team #4:     Larry Lee, Jack Stone, Merle & Diane Wilson 
Assisting Minister:    Karen Carballa 
Lector:        Dan Krueger 
Greeters & Fellowship:  LUCIA 
Advent Candle Lighters:  Dale & Carolyn Samuelson 
Altar Guild:      Jo Traina 
Communion:      Jo Traina 
Usher Assistant:     Frank Schaefer 
 

D  17  *  3  S  I  A 
Usher Team #1:     Jim Laurson, Charles Peterson, Chuck Porter 
Assisting Minister:    Leslie Aska 
Lector:        Norm Carlson 
Greeters & Fellowship:  Karen Carballa 
Advent Candle Lighters:  Sharon & Desiray Zegunis 
Altar Guild:      Sharon Zegunis 
Communion:      Nancy Benjamin 
Usher Assistant:     Frank Schaefer 
 

D  24  *  4  S  I  A /C  E 
Usher Team #2:     Don Nelson, Dan Krueger, Nancy Parrish, Jo Traina 
Assisting Minister:    Kim Rogers 
Lector:        Dave Anderzon, Tabor Christmas Eve Readings:  
Greeters & Fellowship:  Kris Mollway 
Advent Candle Lighters:  Gail & Carl Sefrhans, Tabor  
Altar Guild:      Kris Mollway 
Communion:       
Usher Assistant:     Frank Schaefer 
 

D  31  *  1  S  A  A 
Usher Team #3:     Cindy & David Anderson, Loki Clay 
Assisting Minister:    Karen Carballa 
Lector:        Diane Nelson 
Greeters & Fellowship:  Carolyn Samuelson 
Altar Guild:       
Communion:      Dan Krueger 
Usher Assistant:     Frank Schaefer 


